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‘Namgis Council

Chief Debra Hanuse

Council:

Barbara Cranmer
Sharon Gordon
Carole Perrault

Kelly Speck
Greg Wadhams

Bill Wasden
Brian Wadhams

Robert Mountain
Art Shaughnessy

Administrator:
George Speck 

Assistant Adminstrator:
Verna Ambers

Band Office: 250-974-5556

Toll Free:  1-888-9NAMGIS
(1-888-962-6447)

Fax:  250-974-5900

Hours of Operation:
Monday to Friday
8am to 4:30pm

Based on a foundation of 
culture, the ‘Namgis First 
Nation Council will strive 
to create a self-governing, 

prosperous, healthy 
community with a strong, 
self-sustaining economy so 
that every member has the 
opportunity to achieve their 

highest potential.

Annual General meeting

Please be informed:  Saturday – November 1, 2014 and 
Sunday – November 2, 2014,
‘Namgis Nation will be holding a General Meeting.

Agenda will be posted on the ‘Namgis website when 
finalized:  www.namgis.bc.ca 

Your attendance is encouraged.

When:  November 1 & 2, 2014
Time:  9am Start on both days
Where: Lawrence Ambers Recreation Centre – Alert 
Bay

Out of Town attendees: please note that members will 
be reimbursed for gas and ferry. Travel claim will be 
processed upon receipt of original receipts for ferry and 
gas. 
Receipts will be delivered to Accounting Office during 
regular office hours (Monday to Friday, 8am-4pm) for 
processing. 

Refreshments will be provided.

We hope to see you there!
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Message from Chief Debra Hanuse
Greetings ‘Namgis

On behalf of Chief and Council, I am pleased 
to announce that our Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) will be held on November 1-2, 2014.
In preparation for the AGM, Council held two 
planning sessions over the past couple of 
months and two more planning sessions are 
set for September and October 2014.  The 
purpose of these planning sessions, in part, 
is to develop processes for seeking input and 
direction from members regarding a long-term 
community vision and plan and strategies 
for stimulating economic growth and job 
creation in our community.   These processes 
and strategies will be tabled with you for 
your consideration at the fall AGM.  We are 
also undertaking a joint review of economic 
strategies and projects that we can pursue with 
the Village of Alert Bay to stimulate economic 
growth on Cormorant Island.  We do not expect 
this review to be completed until after the AGM.   

At the AGM we will also be updating members 
on the implications of the June 26, 2014 
Tsilhqot’in decision.  In this landmark decision, 
for the first time in Canadian history the 
Supreme Court of Canada declared that 
a First Nation has Aboriginal title to 1,700 
square kilometres of land within its traditional 
territory.  This decision, which clearly sets out 
the test for proving Aboriginal title, paves the 
way for other First Nations, if they choose, to 
seek declarations of title from the Courts.  For 
those First Nations who wish to negotiate the 
reconciliation of Aboriginal title and Crown title, 
it also assists in leveling the playing field in 
these negotiations among First Nations, BC 
and Canada.  At the AGM we will table options 
and seek your direction on next steps to protect 
and advance our Aboriginal title and rights.

In the meantime, Premier Christy Clark and 
her Cabinet have invited all BC Chiefs to a 
meeting on September 11, 2014. For First 
Nations, the purpose of this meeting is to 
initiate dialogue with BC on changes that are 
required to BC laws and policies, the BC treaty 
process and provincial mandates to implement 
the Tsilhqot’in decision.  We participated 
in a number of province-wide and regional 
meetings with other First Nations to develop 
strategies to prepare for the September 11th 
meeting with the Premier and her Cabinet.  
These meetings included an August 14-15 
All Chiefs meeting held at Vancouver and an 

August 28th meeting of Vancouver Island 
Chiefs held at Nanoose.   The BC Assembly of 
First Nations will be holding its Annual General 
Meeting on September 9 and 10th and part of 
this meeting has been devoted to preparation 
for the September 11th meeting with the 
Premier and her Cabinet.   The September 
11th meeting with the Premier and Cabinet will 
likely be the first of many more meetings with 
the provincial government to reach consensus 
on steps required to implement the Tsilhqot’in 
decision.  We will report to you on the 
September 11th meeting at the AGM.

We will be presenting you with the audited 
financial statements for 2013-2014 fiscal year 
at this year’s AGM.  The First Nations Financial 
Transparency Act requires the salaries 
and expenses of the Chief, Council and 
senior administrators for a First Nation to be 
published.   This information is available on the 
‘Namgis First Nation webpage as part of the 
2013-2014 audited financial statements.

Update on the 2014 food fishery is located on 
page 4 of this newsletter.  We welcome your 
input and recommendations on how we can 
continue to improve our food fishing policy 
within existing financial and other resource 
constraints.

Since the closure of the Coastal Community 
Credit Union earlier this year, we have been 
working closely with the Village of Alert 
Bay to recruit another financial institution to 
establish a branch at Alert Bay.  While our 
representatives on a joint action team with 
the Village of Alert Bay have had discussions 
with numerous financial institutions, the action 
team is focusing on talks with the Vancity 
Credit Union.  We will keep you posted on the 
outcome of these discussions. 

Every voice matters.  We look forward to 
meeting with you at the November 1-2, 2014 
AGM to share information and seek your 
direction on a number of matters.   We also 
look forward to hearing your hopes and 
concerns and to working with you to build a 
better future for all ‘Namgis.  

Gilakas’la
Chief Debra Hanuse
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Fisheries Update

This summer has been a very busy one for the ‘Namgis Fisheries 
Team.  Our activities throughout August have focused predominantly 
on sockeye salmon.  As most are aware this summer has seen a large 
amount of fish going past Alert Bay, and fortunately we were able to 
bring some of those fish into the community.  The sockeye this year 
were considerably larger than in recent past years, with the typical fish 
weighing about 7 pounds.  When not distributing fish around Alert Bay 
our technicians have been doing the hails for the commercial gillnet 
openings as well as their weekly Marine Observe, Record, and Report 
patrols throughout the marine portion of the ‘Namgis core territory.  
In addition, Mona has been very busy issuing FSC fishing permits.

Summer Food Fish Update

There were some changes to the distribution of food fish this year, 
and we appreciate everyone’s patience as we tried our best to get 
sockeye to all ‘Namgis and other First Nations members on the island.  
The ‘Namgis First Nation spent almost $40,000 contracting three 
seine vessels to go out four times, bringing in 20,000 sockeye that 
was delivered to local addresses.  A huge thank you to everyone that 
helped make the food fish distribution a success this year.  It was a 
huge team effort.

When I turned 58, 
I made a decision 
to become a non-

drinker;

5 Interesting Facts about George Speck

I have a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree 

with double majors 
in Anthropology 

(political and 
economic) and 

History; 

I am a winner 
of a William and 

Ada Isabelle 
Steel Memorial 
Scholarship;

I am a vegetable 
gardener; and

I am a practitioner of 
Chan meditation

1 2 3

4 5
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2014 Elk Hunt

It is with great pride and excitement that I write this letter 
of introduction to you as the newly appointed principal of 
T’lisalagi’lakw School. I have been an educator for 18 years 
progressing sequentially in educational leadership roles. I have 
been the Principal of Captain Meares Elementary Secondary School, 
Zeballos Elementary Secondary School and School District # 84 
Continuing Education School.
 
I will work hard to position our students for future success. I am committed to 
working closely with you – community members and parents - to ensure that 
our children achieve their full potential and are prepared for the next phase in 
their education career.  
 
I am pleased to report that Marcelo Ossa and Janet Lehde with will be joining 
our staff. I would also like to welcome the Ossa family to Alert Bay. I am 
sincerely looking forward to working with the T’lisalagi’lakw team of educators 
and working toward our objective of “Learning together with Mayaxala”. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. My door is 
always open, and I welcome input from you.
 
Halakas’la
Natalie Nelson

If you are a ‘Namgis First Nation Hunter, applications are now being 
accepted for the 2014 Limited Entry Harvest of Elk.

Please note that, effective January 1, 2001 - all persons who own a 
firearm must hold a Federal Firearms License, as such, you are required 
to submit a copy of your license to be eligible to apply for an elk permit. 
In addition, the Ministry of Environment hunting regulations will apply to 
all applicants.

Application forms for the Elk Hunt are available at the ‘Namgis 
Administration Office.

All applications must be received at our Administration Office no later 
than 3pm on Friday - September 26, 2014.

Welcome T’lisalagi’lakw School’s 
New Principal Natalie Nelson
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Cormorant Island Economic Development Strategy

Help clean up the shore! 

Everyone welcome! 
Meet at the  

Gilbert Popovich Memorial Town Square  

Sunday September 28 at 10:00am  
Gloves and bags will be provided  

 

Ques�ons? Drop in the Village Office or call 250‐974‐5213 

Visit our website www.alertbay.ca for more informa�on and to register 

We need your help! Cormorant Island Economic 
Development Strategy

Have you noticed changes in our local economy 
lately? Like people moving away for jobs, the 
credit union closing, or businesses closing? This 
is something that concerns us all – we all want to 
live in a vibrant community with jobs, shops and 
services. 

Now is the time to take action and we need 
everyone’s help. ‘Namgis First Nation and the 
Village of Alert Bay are starting work on a JOINT 
economic development strategy. We will be 
working with community members through two 
workshops, a survey, and various small meetings 
over the next few months. 

‘Namgis members have already done a lot of work 
discussing economic actions over the past few 
years, and all of those will be incorporated into 
this current work. But now it’s time to evaluate and 
prioritize these many actions, and pick a few great 
options to actually do!

We’ve proven that we can start successful 
businesses, and undertake projects big and small 
– let’s all work together to make changes happen 
here on Cormorant Island. 

Win $100!
• Fill out this quick survey about our local 
economy by September 30th – enter to win $50 
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FQS7QGM). 
• Tell us what we should name this project – 
winner gets $50. Due September 30th. 
Questions? Want to be kept informed about the 
project?  

Contact Adriana Pritchard at the Village of Alert 
Bay (apritchard@alertbay.ca, 250-974-5213) or 
Joseph Isaac of ‘Namgis (josephi@namgis.bc.ca).

<<>>  <<>>  <<>>  <<>>  <<>>
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Tribal Journeys 2014
July 6th, 2014 ~ Tribal Journeys canoes arrived in Alert Bay. The 
beach in front of the U’mista quickly filled with people proudly 
wearing their blankets, aprons, headpieces, jewelry, drums and 
faces painted.

Order of nations was established to ensure proper protocol was 
met – one by one, the canoes requested permission to come 
ashore. 

Dinner was served at 6pm with the same protocol for landing canoes went for 
who got to dine first.  ‘Namgis being the host nation ensured that everyone ate 
before getting their meal. After everyone was fed, ‘Namgis singers gathered to 
sing a feast song followed by the welcome dance, the tamed hamatsa, young 
hamatsa, ladies dance, the paddle dance, the weather dance, and the bakwas.  
The final two dances on our ‘Namgis program were fun dances that encouraged 
the participation of our guests. 

Other nations shared songs, stories and dances. Unfortunately, time flew by and 
all nations didn’t have the opportunity to share.  Festivities came to an end 
around 1:30am. 

All nations thanked ‘Namgis for their fantastic hospitality and stated that they 
would share with everyone, how they were taken care of by the ‘Namgis Nation 
and community of Alert Bay.  

Our ancestors were beaming as they looked over our shoulders as we hosted 
Tribal Journeys 2014 in the very manner that we have been taught. 
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BC Ferry Update
Port McNeill Berth Closure & Alternate Service for October 1-28, 2014
Project Highlights - Safety and customer service will always remain our top priority; 
new upgrades will allow us to continue our safe and reliable service for future 
operations.

Terminal closure will be in effect from October 1 to 28, 2014, and alternate service 
will be provided during this time.

Foot Passengers
Water Taxi Service will be made available between Port 
McNeill, Alert Bay, and Sointula. The water taxi service 
(contracted Naiad Explorer) has a slightly modified 

schedule from regular ferry service, and will be on a 
first-come, first-served basis; please see the schedule

• If required, the frequency of water taxi service will be 
increased to accommodate heavy traffic volumes.
• Tickets for the water taxis can be purchased at the Port 
McNeill ticket booth.
• Parking will be available in Port McNeill, between September 
24 and November 3, for residents of Cormorant and Malcolm 
Islands in five designated lots. 
• Please obtain a parking permit from the Port McNeill ticket 
booth prior to parking.
• Parking lots will be clearly identified and there will be 
overnight security from 8 pm - 6 am. 

Please Note: A limited number of bicycles and cargo will be
allowed on each water taxi sailing.

Alert Bay:  village wharf across from RCMP Station.

Schedule times may be subject to change.

We thank you for your patience and support throughout this project.

For questions or concerns regarding this project, please contact:
Darin Guenette, Manager, Public Affairs at:
Darin.guenette@bcferries.com or toll-free at 1-877-978-2385

For questions regarding the alternate service, please contact:
BC Ferries Customer Care at:
1-888-BC FERRY (1-888-223-3779)
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Patient Travel

The Patient Travel Department at the ‘Namgis Health Centre is happy to 
announce Terian Whonnock as the new Clerk responsible for the delivery of the 
program.  Gundy Scow retired after 35 years of service in May 2014.

We would like to notify members of some of the program changes we have 
adopted.  

When applicable, TAP (Travel Assistance Program) forms will be used for ferry 
transport. It is the patient responsibility to activate the TAP form.  Terian will 
ensure that there is a TAP form with your travel package when you pick it up.  
When TAP is not available, ferry travel will be covered with a ferry card.

When using the Mount Waddington Transit system, bus tickets will be issued.  
This will replace coins and cash for this mode of travel.

Please remember that we operate on a 5-day advance notice system.  When 
you learn of your appointment, please ensure your Family Physician or referring 
Physician forward the appropriate paper work to Terian for processing.  If we do 
not receive enough advance notice, you may have to save your receipts and be 
reimbursed.

Re-imbursements will now be issued on Friday afternoons, between 2:00-3:30.  
In order to have a re-imbursement issued, you will need to provide hotel and 
ferry receipts, along with your Confirmation of Appointment paper signed by the 
referral Doctor.

Members who have not resided in Alert Bay for three months are still eligible for 
Patient Travel benefits through the Vancouver office at 1-800-317-7878.  

Once your infant turns 1 year of age, they must have their own status number 
to be eligible for benefits.  Another reason to make sure you get all of that 
paperwork done right away!

UPCOMING POTLATCHES in Alert Bay

September 20 John Macko potlatch
September 27 Alfred Hunt potlatch
October 25  Gordie Dick feast
November 8  Mike Willie potlatch
November 15 Harry Alfred & Marion Warner feast
November 22 Marcus Alfred potlatch
November 29 Al West potlatch

Schedule times may be subject to change.



Page 10 www.namgis.bc.ca

Membership/Database
It is very important that we have all 

‘Namgis members 
contact information. 

If you have recently moved or changed 
your phone number, please provide us 
with your updated contact information 
(mailing address, email address and 
phone).  If you have family members 

who have moved, changed phone 
numbers, please ask them to contact us 
to provide their updated information. 

Gina Wadhams
Ph. 250-974-5556

ginaw@namgis.bc.ca
‘Namgis First Nation

PO Box 210
Alert Bay, BC  V0N 1A0

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
RESPONSIBILITY 

REDUCING OUR CARBON 
FOOTPRINT

When we save paper, we reduce the 
need to cut down trees.

Paper accounts for more than 
half of all municipal solid waste. 

Anything we can do to save paper 
will help reduce the amount of trash 

going into landfills.

If you would like to help reduce 
our carbon footprint by receiving 
meeting notices and information 
packages from us electronically, 

please contact 
ginaw@namgis.bc.ca and provide us 
with your email contact information.

  Walking Program
  The walking program continues to run at the   
  Lawrence Ambers Rec Centre:  Monday to Friday 
  from 1-2pm.  Put on your supportive shoes and 
  walk to music with your friends.  As we near colder 
  weather, continue your active life.  

  Elders Fundraisers
  Every ‘Namgis payday, the Elders will host a 
  fundraiser. These fundraisers will help to run 
  programming that reulgar budgeting will not cover.  
  Events could be bake sales, loonie auctions, 
  bazaars, lunches etc. Watch out for notices and 
  come out to support our Elders.

  Ladies Social Gathering
  Sewing/craft bee, bring your knitting, button 
  blanket, etc to work - come and visit. Monday 
  evenings from 6-8pm at the Elders Centre

  Men’s Social Gathering
  Card night/games ~ visit session at the Elders  
  Centre on Wednesday evenings from 6-8pm

  History Night/Kwakwala Hymn Singing
  Sharing, bringing Elders and Youth together. Every 
  Tuesday evening from 6-8pm

  Relatives Raising Relatives Dinner
  September 17, 2014 from 4:30-6:30pm at the 
  ‘Namgis Community Services Building 
  There will be a dinner and a circle

Please send us a message to let us 
know if you’re receiving newsletters, 
notices etc from our office. Would 
be great to know if it is being 
received. If you’re a ‘Namgis 
member and do not receive, please 
send your contact information.

T̓łisa̱lagi’lakw School 2014 - Nursery Class
Cultural Time with Pewi


