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[bookmark: _Toc238220947]GENERAL QUESTIONS
1. [bookmark: _Toc238220948]What is a Land Code?
A Land Code is a land governance framework for a First Nation’s reserve lands; the Land Code transfers responsibility for day-to-day reserve land management from Canada to the First Nation. ’Namgis First Nation Members approved the ’Namgis First Nation Land Code in 2019. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc238220949]Why is ’Namgis proposing amendments to the Land Code?
’Namgis is proposing amendments to make the Land Code clearer and easier to administer. The existing Land Code includes procedural requirements that can slow down or prevent ’Namgis from making timely land decisions.
The First Nations Land Management Resource Centre has developed a “model” Land Code to allow more efficient land governance while still being fair and ensuring responsible decision-making. ’Namgis has selected this “model” Land Code as the foundation for the amendments and, with the input of the Lands Advisory Committee and Lands staff, has modified the “model” Land Code to reflect ’Namgis’s unique interests.
3. [bookmark: _Toc238220950]What are the main proposed changes?
The main proposed changes are to:
· Create a new type of land interest called an “Allotment” to grant to Members for their residential use of ‘Namgis reserve land; 
· Refine the Member Approval process so that Member votes are focused on significant land decisions, rather than procedural or administrative steps which can slow down or prevent progress;
· Streamline the process for making certain Land Laws, while maintaining Member engagement and Member Approval for specified matters;
· Allow Allotment holders to grant leases, easements, permits, licences, and life estates in their Allotments; 
· Allow Allotments to be transferred through the holder’s estate (e.g. through a will); and
· Shift some procedural details into laws and policies to make the Land Code more functional. 
[bookmark: _Toc238220951]ALLOTMENTS
4. [bookmark: _Toc238220952]What is an Allotment?
An Allotment is a new type of interest in ’Namgis Land that may be granted to Members for residential use. Only Members may hold an Allotment. An Allotment holder may grant licences, leases, permits, easements, and life estates, and may transfer the Allotment through their estate.
5. [bookmark: _Toc238220953]Will existing Certificates of Home Ownership disappear?
No. If a Member holds a Certificate of Home Ownership under the existing Land Code, it will continue under its current terms. ’Namgis plans to create an Allotment Law that would allow a Certificate of Home Ownership to be replaced with an Allotment if the holder chooses.
6. [bookmark: _Toc238220954]Can non-Members receive an Allotment?
No. Only Members may hold an Allotment. In some cases, a non-Member may be able to hold a life estate in an Allotment.
7. [bookmark: _Toc238220955]What is a life estate?
A life estate lets a person use and live in a home or on land for a set time, often for the rest of that person’s life. When the life estate ends, the land or home transfers to an eligible Member named in the grantor’s will. Life estates can help protect housing for a surviving spouse or family member. This may include a non-Member spouse who cannot hold an Allotment.
[bookmark: _Toc238220956]MEMBER ENGAGEMENT 
8. [bookmark: _Toc238220957]What land matters would require Member engagement?
The following land matters would require Member engagement through a Meeting of Members before any of the following:
· Council enacts a Land Law relating to:
· a community plan or subdivision plan,
· environmental assessment and protection,
· the transfer and assignment of rights and Interests in ‘Namgis Land,
· family home and matrimonial interests on ‘Namgis Land,
· the rate and criteria for the payment of fees or rent for ‘Namgis Land, and
· the rights and procedures on community expropriation; 
· Council makes a decision concerning any development affecting a heritage site or an environmentally sensitive property; or
· any other matter, Land Law, or class of law that Council, by resolution, declares requires a Meeting of Members.
[bookmark: _Toc238220958]MEMBER APPROVAL AND LAND DECISIONS
9. [bookmark: _Toc238220959]What matters would require Member Approval?
Member Approval would be required for the following matters under the proposed Land Code:
· Master land use plans;
· Any new Interest or Licence in ’Namgis Land with a term of more than 15 years, and any renewal that would extend the total term beyond 15 years;
· Grants involving non-renewable natural resources;
· Removal of heritage sites; 
· Voluntary land exchanges; 
· Any other matter Council decides should go to Members for approval.
[bookmark: _Toc238220960]INFORMATION SESSIONS AND CONSULTATION
10. [bookmark: _Toc238220961]How can Members learn more about the proposed Land Code amendments before the vote?
’Namgis plans to hold several information sessions before the vote: two in-person meetings and a virtual meeting for Members. The meetings will explain the proposed changes, answer questions, and gather Member feedback.
11. [bookmark: _Toc238220962]When will the virtual information meeting be held?
Date: September 10, 2026
Time: 6:00pm – 9:00pm
Meeting link or registration information: __________________
12. [bookmark: _Toc238220963]When and where will the second information meeting be held?
Date: October 15, 2026
Time: 5:00pm
Location: Council Hall, Alert Bay, BC
Format: in-person and virtual attendance 
13. [bookmark: _Toc238220964] When and where will the in-person Meetings of Members be held?
Date: October 25, 2026
Time: 10:00am – 2:30pm
Location: LAMRC, Alert Bay, BC
Format: in-person and virtual attendance
[bookmark: _Toc238220965]THE VOTE
14. [bookmark: _Toc238220966]When and where will the vote on the Land Code amendments be held?
Date: __________________
Time: __________________
Location: __________________
This meeting will qualify as a Special Membership Meeting under the existing Land Code.
15. [bookmark: _Toc238220967]How will the vote be conducted?
The details on how the vote will be conducted are still being determined. These details will be shared at the time Council formally sets a date for the Special Membership Meeting. 
16. [bookmark: _Toc238220968]What approval threshold is required for the amendments to pass?
Approval threshold: 50% +1 of all eligible Members who cast a vote. There is no quorum requirement.
17. [bookmark: _Toc238220969]What happens if Members suggest changes at the Meeting of Members?
Council will review Member feedback. If changes are recommended after the Meeting of Members, Council will review those changes before the final amendment package goes to the Special Membership Meeting.
18. [bookmark: _Toc238220970]What happens if the Land Code amendments are approved?
If Members approve the changes, Council will officially adopt the new Land Code by Resolution. The updated Land Code will then be made available to Members and posted as required.
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