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ʼNa̱mǥis First Nation
Derelict and Inoperable Vehicle Policy & Procedure

1. Purpose

To establish a clear and consistent process for identifying, notifying, and removing derelict or inoperable vehicles on ʼNa̱mǥis First Nation lands in a fair, transparent, and enforceable manner.

2. Authority

This policy is established under the authority of the ʼNa̱mǥis First Nation Land Code, including:

· Part 2 – First Nation Legislation (authority to regulate land use) 
· Part 5 – Protection of Land, Section 31 (Prohibited Activities)
(prohibits hazardous conditions, waste, and activities harmful to land) 
· Part 6 – Land Administration, Section 35
(authority to administer and manage Nation lands) 
· Section 12 – Public Notice
(requirements for providing notice) 

Where a vehicle creates a nuisance, safety concern, or environmental risk, the Nation may require its removal and take action under this policy.

3. Definitions

Derelict Vehicle
A vehicle that is abandoned, dismantled, or in poor condition.

Inoperable Vehicle
A vehicle that cannot be driven or is missing key components.

Owner/Occupant
The person responsible for the property where the vehicle is located.

4. Roles and Responsibilities

Lands Department
· Oversees enforcement under Land Code 
· Issues notices 
· Authorizes removal 
· Maintains records 

Public Works

· Identifies and documents vehicles 
· Posts notices 
· Coordinates removal 
· 
Administration

· Tracks costs if applicable 

5. Nuisance and Hazard Determination

A vehicle may be considered a violation of Section 31 of the Land Code where it:

· Is leaking or may leak fluids 
· Is dismantled or used for storage of waste 
· Creates safety concerns 
· Negatively impacts surrounding lands 

6. Procedure

Step 1: Identification

Public Works will:
· Record location and condition 
· Take photos 
· Report to Lands 

Step 2: Initial Notice (14 Days)

Lands will issue a written notice:
· Posted on the vehicle 
· Delivered to the occupant (if known) 

The notice will include:
· Description of the vehicle 
· Required action (remove or repair) 
· Deadline (14 days) 
· Statement of potential removal 

Step 3: Final Notice (48–72 Hours)

If no action is taken:

· A final notice is posted 
· Provides 48–72 hours to comply 
· States removal will occur without further notice 

Step 4: Authorization

Lands confirms:
· Proper notice was given 
· Deadlines passed 

Lands authorizes removal.

Step 5: Removal

Public Works will:
· Arrange towing or removal 
· Move vehicle to storage or disposal 

Step 6: Post-Removal

If ownership is known:
· Owner is notified 
· Provided opportunity to claim vehicle 
· May be responsible for costs 

Step 7: Disposal

If unclaimed after a reasonable period (e.g., 30 days):
· Vehicle may be disposed of or scrapped 

7. Cost Recovery (Optional)

Where appropriate, the Nation may recover costs related to:
· Towing 
· Storage 
· Disposal 

8. Record Keeping

Lands will maintain:
· Photos 
· Notices 
· Dates 
· Authorization 
· Disposal records 

9. Application

This policy applies to all ʼNa̱mǥis First Nation lands.
Where vehicles are located on Member-held lands (e.g., CP), enforcement will be based on nuisance, safety, and environmental risk, not ownership of the land.

10. Guiding Principles

· Fair notice will always be provided 
· Enforcement will be consistent 
· Safety and environmental protection are prioritized

































FINAL NOTICE – VEHICLE REMOVAL

Date Posted: __________
Time Posted: __________


NOTICE OF VIOLATION
This vehicle has been identified as derelict and/or inoperable and is in violation of the ʼNa̱mǥis First Nation Land Code, including:
· Part 5, Section 31 – Prohibited Activities
· Conditions related to nuisance, safety, and environmental risk


VEHICLE DESCRIPTION
Make/Model: __________________________
Colour: ______________________________
License Plate (if any): _______________
Location: ____________________________


REQUIRED ACTION
You are required to remove or repair this vehicle within 48 HOURS of the date and time posted above.

FAILURE TO COMPLY
If this vehicle is not removed or brought into compliance by the deadline:
· It will be removed without further notice 
· Removal and disposal may occur at the owner’s risk 
· The Nation may seek recovery of associated costs 

CONTACT INFORMATION
If you have questions or require clarification, contact:

Lands Department
ʼNa̱mǥis First Nation
Phone: __________________


AUTHORIZED BY
Name: __________________________
Title: __________________________
Signature: ______________________
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